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ANNEX I:  
 

STATE OF EMERGENCY IN TURKEY & Upcoming Referendum (April 16, 2017) 
 

Referendum in Turkey should not be conducted under a  
“State of Emergency,” in which Turkish Citizens’ lives and 	 

“Right to Choose” are under attack. 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Turkey formed its Grand National Assembly of Turkey (Turkiye Büyük Millet Meclisi | TBMM) 
on April 23, 1920, (prior to the Peace Treaty of Lausanne, July 24, 1923; and official 
formation of Republic of Turkey, October 29, 1923). After the formation of the Turkish 
Republic, polygamy was banned, and April 23rd was declared National Sovereignty and 
Children’s Day. Based on the proposed new Constitution instituting a One-Man authoritarian 
regime the Turkish Parliament and Prime Minister will be obsolete and even polygamy might 
be brought back. The majority of Turkish citizens, in particular, girls and women might be 
forced to live under “religious rule.” If the referendum outcome is a “Yes”, then the 
President of Turkey will be able to repeal the Turkish Parliament and fundamental civil 
rights, such as women’s rights, property rights and many relevant others, which Turkish 
citizens have enjoyed since the early 1920 and 30s. There will not be a system of checks 
and balances. 
 
News, Reports and Facts: 
 
1.  
In TurkishMinute.Com website, dated March 5, 2017, the following headline is appeared, 
“Former ECtHR judge says Turkey cannot hold referendum under state of 
emergency”.  

In it, the former European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) judge Rıza Türmen stated the 
following: “…a referendum on April 16 in which Turkey will decide on a switch to an 
executive presidency must be postponed or should be held under equal conditions 
for both the “yes” and the “no” camps, including the lifting of the state of 
emergency.” 
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Former EU Human Rights judge Mr. Türmen summarizes on what has happened since the 
“failed coup” attempt in 2016: 
“Following a failed coup attempt on July 15 of last year, the ruling Justice and Development 
Party (AKP) government declared emergency rule in Turkey. 
The AKP issued a number of government decrees through which over 135,000 people, 
including thousands within the military, have been purged due to their real or alleged 
connection to the faith-based Gülen movement, which is accused by government of being 
behind the failed coup. 
As of March 1, 93,248 people were being held without charge, with an additional 
46,274 in pre-trial detention. A total of 7,316 academics were dismissed, and 4,070 
judges and prosecutors were purged over alleged coup involvement or terrorist 
links. 
Once the referendum on a constitutional reform package on April 16 is approved by the 
people, an executive presidency will be brought to Turkey, with the new system 
concentrating power in the hands of the president.” 
<https://www.turkishminute.com/2017/03/05/former-ecthr-judge-says-turkey-cannot-hold-
referandum-state-emergency/>. 

2.  
On 20 February 2017, the Cumhuriyet Daily Newspaper reported on renowned actor Mujdat 
Gezen and the burning of his school in Kadikoy, which was shown as a target by an AKP 
supporter on TV a week prior to the actual event 
<http://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/video/video_haber/680026/Mujdat_Gezen_Sanat_Merkezi_nin_kun
daklanma_ani_kamerada__Benzin_dokup_atese_verdi.html>. 
 
There are similar and numerous news reports along these lines published on a daily basis in 
the Turkish media by all levels of Turkish government municipalities, academicians, 
religious leaders, media representatives of the AKP. 
 
3.  
There are allegations of rape in the religious schools (such as Ensar Foundation), which 
most AKP members are associated with. Between 2012 and 2015 children between 9-10 
years of age appear to have been raped. In a high school in Ankara, 100 students filed 
complaints of rape by the principal of their high school, yet he has not faced any legal 
consequences, just as the Ensar Foundation was never held accountable. The darkest point 
was when a female AKP minister defended Ensar Foundation publicly and stated “one-time 
won’t do anything”.  

For the most part, public secular schools have been converted to Religious Schools, “imam 
hatip,” where the 7-8 year old girls are separated from the boys. And so segregation has 
been brought back in the public education system which was repealed with the formation of 
the Republic of Turkey in 1923. Furthermore, the girls are forced to wear conservative 
Islamic headgear and clothing. Science, Math, Physic and Arts, at large, “quality education 
for all” has been mostly replaced with the dogmatic religious and traditional based 
education.  
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These developments alone should seriously alarm the human rights community.  They are 
deeply against the spirt of SDG#4, which aims to ensure Quality Education for ALL. The 
pure purpose of these new education institutions is to raise followers, partisans and 
supporters of the AKP from a very early age, and undermines the teaching of science, 
technology, gender equality and protection of basic human rights.   
 
Recently, the followers of the AKP have been encouraged to point the gun to those who 
hold a "HAYIR/No" sign against the dictated regime change. During the Turkish Parliament 
hearing on the so-called “Constitutional Change”, the members of the AKP/Government, 
including 32 AKP women members of the Parliament, acted as a religious militia of the 
government. Some of those AKP women members of the Parliament defended child rape in 
their religious schools. 
 
4.  
In a larger context, World Report 2017 of Human Rights draws attention to torture and the 
violation of human rights due to the State of Emergency as follows:	 
[…] In August, a group of 19 UN experts and three UN working groups issued a 
joint call to emphasize to Turkey that “one cannot avoid, even in times of 
emergency, obligations to protect the right to life, prohibit torture, adhere to 
fundamental elements of due process and non-discrimination, and protect 
everyone’s right to belief and opinion. 
In October [2016], the Council of Europe’s commissioner of human rights issued 
a memorandum on the serious human rights implications of the measures taken 
under Turkey's state of emergency.”	 
<https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2017/country-chapters/turkey#d91ede> 

 
In this  context, Turkish citizens who do not share the Turkish President's dictated and 
enforced view for the outcome of the referendum face severe oppression from the 
government. It is clear that the President of Turkey, the AKP Government, along with the 
leader of MHP, will not allow a Referendum in a democratic, secure, peaceful and 
transparent manner.  It is extremely concerning when the government officials, AKP 
members, and MHP leader openly threaten the public with the prospect of increased acts of 
terrorism, and a civil war if the outcome of the referendum is a “NO”.  
 
5. 
The core issue and the deepest concerns are: the Turkish government has already detained 
87 Turkish citizens, and conducted 36 attacks against those who expressed their opinion as 
“NO”; 2 journalists and 1 professor were fired; 3 ministers were requested to be 
immediately thrown out from his/her political party, simply based on their public expression 
or peaceful demonstration with a NO (#HAYIR) poster (Sozcu Daily Newspaper, 19 February 
2017); all forms of media outlets were either bought out by AKP supporters or controlled 
and/or silenced by the AKP Government under direct orders of the President of Turkey. 
Since the July 15 “failed coup,” the Turkish Media has been living through the harshest 
times in its history. One single voice is dominant in the main-stream media, including 
national and local TV stations, and the rest has been silenced or shot down or imprisoned 
<http://www.sozcu.com.tr/2017/gundem/baskanliga-hayir-diyenlerin-basina-gelmeyen-kalmadi-1687692/>. 
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Based on the aforementioned provided context, as the representatives of the Turkish-
American based NGO representatives, we are reaching out to you on this paramount issue 
which includes violations of basic democratic rights, girls’ and women’s rights, right to 
choose, lack of equal education opportunities, all of which conflict with the Charter of the 
United Nations as one of the founding members of the United Nations in 1945.  
 
In particular, since 2002, during the four consecutive terms of the AKP government, under 
President Erdogan’s leadership, the Turkish Government’s commitments to the United 
Nations, its UN Charter, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development Goals within the larger context of “Peace and Security,” in 
connection to the #1325 UN Security Council Resolution on “Women, Peace and 
Security” in both during the last 15 years, under the State of Emergency, and with the 
aforementioned upcoming Referendum of Turkey, all these commitments have been 
decreased and/or undermined. Article#19 of the United Nations, “Freedom of Expression, 
Freedom of Opinion and Freedom to access to Information” has been violated at 
unimaginable levels. 
 
The 2017 World Freedom Report by the Freedom House indicated that Turkey is among the 
list of 195 countries with degenerating freedoms. According to the report, Turkey has been 
ranked to have the worst freedom conditions during the last 10 years, following the Central 
African Republic. 
 
Considering the general conditions in Turkey, if possible, we also request a United Nations 
Election Observer Team for the Referendum to be appointed to oversee the Referendum 
process on April 16, 2017.  
 
As the Turkish, American, and global citizens and representatives of the Non-Governmental 
Organizations, we are committed to protect the secular and democratic values of the 
Turkish Republic and the reforms of the great leader Ataturk. The four consecutive terms of  
the AKP Governments have torn the basic secular and democratic values and the secular 
public education system into pieces. We cannot allow President Recep Tayyip Erdoga's anti-
democratic and corrupt governmental policies to destroy the national values, economic, and 
political stability, not only within Turkey, also within the region as well. 
 
Under the state of emergency– Turkey’s national treasures and some of the most valuable 
public institutions– were recently unconstitutionally underwritten to a private ”Wealth Fund” 
under the President of Turkey–-once again, using the status of the State of Emergency--
with five board members who do not/will not have any legal responsibilities, consequences, 
accountability, or transparency to the Turkish Parliament, government or legislative entities, 
”State of emergency” has unlawfully been extended, in particular, for the second time, and 
used to undermine the current Constitution of Turkey and all forms of democratic and 
human rights which are protected on the global level by the United Nations.  
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ANNEX II – RESOURCES: 
 
1. Açık Mektup: OHAL'siz Referandum Talebi ile Suriye ve Iraklı Göçmenlere "Vatandaşlık" 
Verilsin mi? Üzerine…(Open Letter: Repeal request on Referendum, Not Under State of 
Emergency, and should [the Turkish Government] provide citizenship and voting rights to the 
Syrian and Iraqi Refugees (prior to the Referendum)?   
http://www.turkishlibrary.us/ohalsiz-referandum-talebi-ile-suriye-ve-irakli-gocmenlere-
vatandaslik-verilsin-mi-uzerine/ 
2. Former ECtHR judge says Turkey cannot hold referendum under state of emergency 
https://www.turkishminute.com/2017/03/05/former-ecthr-judge-says-turkey-cannot-hold-
referandum-state-emergency/ 
3. Turkey 'on the road to autocracy,' Venice Commission watchdog says 
http://www.dw.com/en/turkey-on-the-road-to-autocracy-venice-commission-watchdog-says/a-
37756991 
4. Başkanlığa hayır diyenlerin başına gelmeyen kalmadı! 
http://www.sozcu.com.tr/2017/gundem/baskanliga-hayir-diyenlerin-basina-gelmeyen-kalmadi-
1687692/ 
5. Human Rights Report – 2017 Turkey  
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2017/country-chapters/turkey#d91ede> 
6. Freedom Report of Turkey [*]: https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2017/turkey 
7. Müjdat Gezen Sanat Merkezi'nin kundaklanma anı kamerada: Benzin döküp ateşe 
verdihttp://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/video/video_haber/680026/Mujdat_Gezen_Sanat_Merkezi_
nin_kundaklanma_ani_kamerada__Benzin_dokup_atese_verdi.html 
. 

 
[*] Freedom House – 2017 Turkey Profile  

 
DISCLOSURE: Bircan Ünver, created and launched @ohalsizreferendum 
(#NotUnderStateOfEmergency) Facebook page on February 16, 2017 as a social media 
campaign towards reaching out of the President of Turkey and the top ranks of members of the 
AK Party.  
 
Contributors of this letter: Initial Draft by: Bircan Ünver, The Light Millennium (LM) 
Editorial contributions: Aslihan Cakmak (LM) and Julie Mardin (LM)  
(Updated on March 7, 2017) 
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Associated with the United Nations Department of Public Information since 2005. 
 

ANNEX III 
 

ABOUT THE LIGHT MILLENNIUM 
 
THE LIGHT MILLENNIUM (LM) – A Public Benefit Media and Culture Organization:  
The (LM) is a non-religious, non-political, not-for-profit (501-c-3), non-governmental 
(NGO), independent public benefit multi-media and culture organization. The LM has 
become associated with the Department of Public Information of the United Nations 
effective (UN/DPI) on December 12, 2005. Formed in 2001, based in Queens, New York. 
On the Web since August 1999... 
	 

The LM was formed based on the first article of the United States Bill of Rights, Freedom of 
Speech, in conjunction with the United Nations’ Universal Declaration Article #19, on 
Freedom of Expression. It invites citizens of the world to submit, in an appropriate artistic 
medium, ideas and experiences that will help foster better understanding between people 
of different cultures and beliefs. The organization frequently presents ideas from the United 
Nations on its key issues as well as ideas from the all walks of life. In particular, as an NGO 
associated with the United Nations Department of Public Information, LM channels its 
capacity and potential sources in support of the UN Vision, MDGs and with the same 
approach, to contribute the Sustainable “HUMAN” Development Goals to be attained by 
2030 on its multiple platforms yet on the voluntary basis.   

Associated with the United Nations Department of Public Information since 2005, LM has 
been actively involved with several Planning Committees of the UN.DPI/NGO Annual 
Conferences (2006, 2007, 2008, 2014); presented special events, workshops, exhibits as a 
part of the annual DPI.NGO Conferences starting on in 2006, 2007, 2014 including the 
latest one in South Korea in 2016.  2006, 2007, 2014 and 2016). Further the LM is a 
member of the Global Movement for the Culture of Peace, and actively served in the 
Planning Committee of the 2013 and 2014 High Level Forum on the Culture of Peace. 
Mission: http://lightmillennium.org/lm_mission.html  
http://lightmillennium.org/about/list.html  

 
About Bircan Ünver:  
http://www.lightmillennium.org/biographies/bircan_unver_narrative.html 
	  


