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But the Turk is both dignified and proud; he is also capable and talented.
Such a nation would prefer to perish rather than subject itself to the life of
a slave.

Therefore, Independence or Death!

This was the rallying cry of all those who honestly desired to save their
country.

Let us suppose for a moment that in trying to accomplish this we had
failed. What would have been the result? — Why slavery!

In that case, would not the consequence have been the same if we had
submitted to the other proposals? Undoubtedly, it would; but with this
difference, that a nation that defies death in its struggle for independence
drives comfort from the thought that it had resolved to make every sacrifice
compatible with human dignity. There is no doubt whatever that in the eyes
of both friend and foe throughout the world its position is more respected
than would be that of a craven and degraded nation capable of surrendering
itself to the yoke of slavery.

Moreover, to labour for the maintenance of the Ottoman dynasty and
its sovereign would have been to inflict the greatest harm upon the Turkish
nation; for, if its independence could have been secured at the price of every
possible sacrifice, it could not have been regarded as secure so long as the
Sultanate existed. How could it be deemed permissable that a crowd of
madmen, united by neither a moral nor a spiritual bond to the country or
the nation as a whole, could still be trusted to protect the independence and
the dignity of the nation and the State?

As for the Caliphate, it could only have been a laughing-stock in the
eyes of the civilised world, enjoying the blessings of science.

As you see, in order to carry out our resolution, questions had to be
dealt with about which the nation had hitherto known practically nothing.

It was imperative that questions which were considered dangereous to discuss
publicly be discussed openly.

We were compelled to rebel against the Ottoman Government, against
the Padisah, against the Caliph of all the Mohamedans, and we had to bring
the whole nation and the army into a state of rebellion.

It was essential that the entire nation take up arms against whoever
would venture to atack the father-land of Turks and Turkish independence.
It would undoubtedly have been of little advantage if we had made clear
to the public at the very beginning all the implications of a resolution of such
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far-reaching importance. On the -contrary, it was necessary to proceed by~
stages, utilizing all opportunities to prepare the feeling and the spirit of the:
nation and to try to reach our aim by degrees. This is actually what happened.
If our attitude and our actions during nine years are examined in their logical.
sequence, however, it becomes evident that our general behaviour has never-
deviated from the lines laid down in our original resolution, nor from the:

purpose we had set out to achieve.

In order to dispel any doubts which might be entertained, one fact is:
urged upon us for mutual examination. As the national struggle, carried.
on for the sole purpose of delivering the country from foreign invasion, de-
veloped and was crowned with success, it was natural and inevitable that:
it would gradually, step by step to the present day, have established all the
principles and forms essential in government founded on national sovereignty.
The sovereign of the dynasty who, thanks to his traditional instincts, foresaw
this fatal course of historical events, declared himself from the very beginning’
the most embittered enemy of the national struggle. I, also from the first
anticipated this historical progress. But I did not disclose all of my views:
although I have maintained them all the time. If I had spoken too much
about future prospects our realistic endeavours would have been looked upon
as dreams; and consequently from the outset it would have caused the
alienation of those who — discouraged by the closeness of dangers that
trentened from without — were fearful of possible changes which would be
contrary to their tradition, their way of thinking and their psychology. The
only practical and safe road to success lay in dealing with each problem at
the right time. This was the way to ensure the development and restoration
of the nation. This was how | acted. This practical and safe way to success,
however, caused certain differences of opinion between me and some indivi-
duals reputed to be my most intimate co-workers sometimes in regard to

principles, at other times as to the method and the execution of our programme
and it even caused friction between us that led to discouragement, and dis-
sension. Some of my companions who had entered into the national fight
with me went over to the opposition, according as the limitation of their
own mental appreciation led them and their moral courage succumbed in

the effort to develop national life, to proclaim the Republic and enact its
lawn, So that you may be informed, so that the public opinion be enlightened.
| shall refer to these cases individually as I proceed with my statement.

To summarize what | have been saying, | may add that it was incumbent
upon me to develop our entire social organisation, step by step, until it cor-
responded to the great capability of progress which | perceived in the soul



