3. To unite in the defence of even the smallest part of the Eastern
Provinces that might be attacked.

It can be seen that the headquarters of the ‘‘Defence of the National
Rights of the Eastern Provinces” were far too optimistic in their expectation
to succed through civil and scientific means. They continued to exert them-
selves indefatigably in this direction. For the purpose of defending the rights
if Mohamedans dwelling in the Eastern Provinces they published a French
journal, which they called ‘‘Le Pays.” They acquired the right to publish
a magazine called ‘“‘Hadisat.”” They also presented memorials to the repre-
sentatives of the Entente Powers in Istanbul and tried to send a delegation
to Europe. (Document 7.)

From the foregoing statements, it appears to me to be clearly evident
that the possible cession of the Eastern Provinces to Armenia was the most
important reason for this Society having been formed. They anticipated that
this possibility might become a reality if those who tried to prove that the
Armenians were in the majority in these provinces, claiming the oldest his-
torical rights, were to succeed in misleading the public opinion of the world
by alleged scientific and historic documents and by perpetuating the calumny
that the Mohamedan population was composed of savages whose chief occu-
pation was to massacre the Armenians. Consequently, the Society aimed
at the defence of the national and historic rights by corresponding methods
and arguments.

The fear also existed that a Greek Pontic State might be founded on
the shores of the Black Sea. At Trabzon several persons had formed another
society with the object of protecting the rights of the Mohamedan population,
to safeguard their existence and prevent them from falling under the yoke

of the Greeks.

Their political aim and programme is already sufficiently obvious from
its name: ‘‘The Society for the Cession of the Territory of Trabzon,”” whose
head office was in Istanbul. In any case, they set out with the idea of
separating this district from the Central Government.

Besides these organisations, which were being formed in the manner
I have described, other societies and enterprises began to make their ap-
pearance. In the provinces of Diyarbakir (Documents 8 and 9), Bitlis and
Flazig, among others, there was a ‘‘League for the Resuscitation of the Kurds”
with its head offices also in Istanbul. Their aim was to erect a Kurdish State
under foreign protection.

Work was going on at Konya and the surrounding district for the for-

5

mation of a league having for its object the revival of Islam — also with
its offices in Istanbul. There were organizations named ‘‘Unity and Freedom”
and “Peace and Salvation’ throughout almost the whole of the country.

In Istanbul there were numerous public and secret organizations calling

themselves parties or societies and pursuing various aims.

One of the most important of these, the ‘‘Society of the Friends of
I'ngland” is worthy of special mention. It does not follow from its name
that its members were necessarily friends of England. In my opinion, the
founders of this society were people who thought, before anything else,
of their own safety and their own particular interests, and who tried to secure
hoth by inducing Lloyd George’s Government to afford them English
protection. | wonder whether these misguided persons really imagined for
# moment that the English Government had any idea at all of maintaining
and preserving the Ottoman State in its integrity?

At the head of this Society were Vahdettin, who bore the title of
Oltoman Sultan and Caliph, Damat Ferit Pasa, Ali Kemal, Minister of
the Interior, Adil Bey, Mehmet Ali Bey and Sait Molla. Certain English
adventurers, for instance & clergyman named Frew, also belonged to this
Society. Their correspondence and operation make it clear that clergyman
I'rew was their chairman.

The Society had a double face and a twofold character. On the one hand,
it openly sought the protection of England by methods inspired by civilization,
On the other, it worked in secret and showed that its real aim was to
incite the people to revolt by forming organisations in the interior, to paralyse
the national concience and encourage foreign countries to interfere. These
were the treacherous designs underlying the work of the secret section of
the Society. We shall see later how Sait Molla played just as active a part,
ar even a still more important one, in this secret work as in the publie

enterprises of the Society. What I have just said about this Society will

hecome much clearer to you when I enter into further particulars later on
and lay before you certain documents which will astonish you.

“Certain prominent personalities — amongst them some women — in
Istanbul were convinced that the real salvation of the country lay in securing

an American protectorate over it. They stubbornly persisted in this idea and
triedd to prove that acceptance of their point of view was the only thing
possible. About this [ shall also have a great deal more to say at-the proper
fime.



