
	
  

W e l c o m e  

 

On the Occasion of the International Day of Non-Violence (Oct. 2)   
UNGA Res. A/RES/61/271  (2007) 

 

 

 
The Light Millennium,  
Consulate General of India in New York,  
Shanti Fund, and Anuvrat (Anuvibha)  
Global Organization, together  
Proudly Presents… 

 
• WHEN: On TUESDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2019 

• TIME: 12:00 – 3:30pm   
• WHERE: The Salvation Army Intl.Social Justice Commission 

221 E 52nd St. New York, NY 10022 
 

For more information, please email to:  
EVENT@lightmillennium.org  or  ShantiFundNY@gmail.com 

 
www.lightmillennium.org | www.turkishlibrary.us | www.anuvibha.in | www.shantifund.org 
Facebook@lightmillennium | LinkedIn@The Light Millennium  | Twitter#lightmillennium 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

       Co-Sponsors 
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Event Title: “In a Gentle Way, You Can Shake the World” – THE MAN OF MILLENNIUM ~ MAHATMA GANDI – Gandhi 150 
 
Conceived and Directed by: BİRCAN ÜNVER	
 
Co-Author of the Concept:  BİRCAN ÜNVER, ARVIND VORA & BAKUL MATALIA  
 
Booklet and Flyer designed by: BİRCAN ÜNVER  

This event organized to celebrate Gandhi’s 150th Birthday along with to commemorate on the eve of  the  
International Day of Non-Violence  
on October 1, 2019 at The Salvation Army International Social Justice Commission  
221 E 52nd St. New York, NY 10022 
 
Organized, Sponsored & Presented by The Light Millennium, Consulate General of India in New York,   
Shanti Fund  and Anuvrat (Anuvibha) Global Organization 
And 	
 
Co-sponsored by: 	
 
• Hindu Temple Society of North America 
• Ahimsa (Nonviolence) and World Vegan Vision 
• Ruchman Piano Studio (Ohio) 

Special Thanks to:  Major VICTORIA EDMONDS, Senior UN Representative, The Salvation Army Commission on Social Justice; 
HAWA DIALLO, Chief, Civil Society Unit, UN Department of Global Communications; 
DILEEPKUMAR THANKAPPAN, World Yoga Society; 
MARTHA GALLAHUE, Global Movement for the Culture of Peace – GMCoP.  
 
And:  
VOLUNTEERs of the Session:  DEMET DEMIRKAYA, Set Photographer;  
MUJGAN DONMEZ, MUJGAN HEDGES, JULIE MARDIN, MINE TAKIL (The Light Millennium); 
PARESH RAVAL ( IT), TEJAL RAVAL & RAJEN PATEL (Shanti Fund) 
 
REPORTER: NaYOUNG YANG, A.B. Harvard College'18 
 
The Light Millennium Television - LMTV-Video Crew:  
LLOYD WILLIAMS, Technical Director, Camera & Videography; 
PETULA BECKLES, Camera 
 
CONTACT via emails: EVENT@lightmillennium.org | ShantiFundNY@gmail.com	
 
 

Mailing address of The Light Millennium: 87-82 115TH Street, Richmond Hill, NY, 11418, USA.  
Tel: 718-441-3816 (land-line) Skype #lightmillennium | Zoom #The Light Millennium  
 
Mailing Address for SHANTI FUND  P O Box 554 Medford NY 11763 
Websites: www.lightmillennium.org | www.turkishlibrary.us | www.shantifund.org | www.anuvibha.in 
 
Social Media: @lightmillennium @TurkishLibraryMuseum @ShantiFund @IndiaInNewYork  
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                                     • On TUESDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2019 | Time: 12:00 –3:30pm  
                                     (12:00–1:00 pm. – Vegetarian lunch will be provided at the Lower Level) 
 
•  EXHIBIT: GANDHI WITH THE WORLD LEADERS (15 photographs) 

• OPENING SESSION  (1:15 – 2:30 PM) 
– Opening Performance: Ms. TIRAJE GUNEYMAN RUCKMAN, Pianist, Short selected pieces from Chopin  
(1:10 pm.to be seated in the auditorium) 
Moderator – Welcoming Remarks by:  Ms. BIRCAN ÜNVER, Founder-President, TV Producer & Head Rep. of  
The Light Millennium to the UN Department of Global Communications  
 
Opening Remarks by: Consul General of India in New York  
 
Keynote Speaker by: Prof. VICTOR B. LAWRENCE, Stevens Institute of Technology; 2016 National Inventors Hall of Fame 
Inductee, invented signaling in telecommunication, improving the Internet and high-speed connections.  
 
Brief Remarks by:   

• H.E. Mr. RODRIGO A. CARAZO, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica to the United Nations in New York 

• Dr. ABDELKADAR ABBADI, Former Director of Political Affairs, Department of the Security Council, United Nations 

• Mr. SYED K. OMAIR HASSAN, Assistant Director, The City of New York,  Office of the Mayor, Office of Management and Budget & 

Founder, "Stage of Love" and a promoter of peace and love 

• Mrs. CHIKAKO HOSHINO, Yoga Instructor at Lenox Hill Neighborhood House, an Ambassador of Yoga of World Yoga Community and 

an Accessible Yoga Ambassador. 

– Performance: Seashell Horn, "Call for Global Culture of Peace and Non-violence" (3 min.) by World Yoga Community  

• MULTI-PARTICIPATORY SESSION (2:30 to 3:30pm) 

Moderator & Speaker: Mr. BAKUL MATALIA, Volunteer, Shanti Fund 

Video: From India with Love (Trailer), Director, MANDAR APTE, Cities4Peace, and Introduction of his documentary (5 min.) 
 
SPEAKERS: 
• Dr. PANNA SHAH, Representative of Anuvrat Global Organization to the  UN Department of Global Communications 
• Dr. JAMES F. LECKMAN, MD, PhD, Yale University of Medicine, Child Study Center 
• Ms. AISHWARYA NARASIMHADEVARA, Youth Representative of the Medical Women's International Association to the UN 
Department of Global Communications 
• Mr. SAILESH SINGHAL, Founder of Youth of India 
• Mr. H. K. SHAH, Ahimsa (Nonviolence) and World Vegan Vision 
• Dr. FARQUE KHAN, Islamic Center of Westbury 
• Mr. RAMASWAMI MOHAN, Hindu Temple Society of North America 
 
• CLOSING REMARKS by ARVIND VORA, Representative of Anuvrat Global Organization to the UN Department of Global 
Communications 
– Closing – Video: Gandhi Peace Garden (3 min.) by Shanti Fund 
–Closing Performances by  1. YOOMESH SHARME (Vocal), Song titled: “Vaishanav Jan To Tenere Kahiye” (Indian language), and 
 2. TIRAJE GUNEYMAN RUCHMAN, Pianist 
• THANK YOU’s  by the Core-Organizers 
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The Light Millennium, Consulate General of India in New York, Shanti Fund and Anuvrat 
Global Organization (Anuvibha) take immense pleasure to have your presence on the eve of 
Mahatma Gandhi’s 150 birth anniversary. 
 
In today’s unstable political, social, discriminatory as well as violent and turbulent environment, this 
immortal words of wisdom by the Man of the Millennium-Mahatma Gandhi, rings truer than ever before. 
Gandhi, is synonymous with peace and nonviolence, his messages resonate throughout the world. 
United Nations proudly and most fittingly dedicated Gandhi’s birthday, October 2, as an “International 
Day of Nonviolence” (#UNGA Res. A/RES/61/271-2007).  The US, the first nation after India, issued 
two postal stamps in 1961 with the inscription, “Mahatma Gandhi- Apostle of Nonviolence”.   
 
“In a Gentle Way You Can Shake the World” was deliberately chosen as a sub-title. It refers to his 
historical backdrop along with Gandhi’s belief in humanity at large, which applies even very much in 
present and future times to achieve global sustainable culture of peace in a “Gentle Way” yet “can 
shake the world” and change in a positive direction.  150 years have passed since his birth and 61 
years since his assassination, yet world’s conditions, conflicts and wars are much harsher and tragic 
now than Gandhi’s lifetime or 20th century at large. Gandhi believed in inner peace, global peace and 
unity for all. This paramount level of consciousness and self determination has resulted in magnificent 
historical changes in India and in history of humanity. Gandhi’s inspiration and impact have been ever 
growing and have become beacon of hope to billions worldwide and influence to many governments, 
institutions, civil societies and academia at present and will be for future generations.  
 
The core organizers of this special event are dedicated to Nonviolence and Gandhi’s vision in different 
forms and capacities. Gandhi’s most needed philosophy and vision in today’s world led this unique 
collaboration which aims to present it via participations of the interested Member States of the United 
Nations, both UN associated and non-associated NGOs, Civil Societies, Academia, Students and general 
public at large.  
 
The outcome of this special celebration will be posted & shared through all collaborating organizations 
online and social media platforms. 
 
This program may be photographed and/or video recorded by Light Millennium.  
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America was the first nation, after India, to issue two postal stamps to honor 
Gandhi, as a Champion of Liberty on January 26, 1961 (India's Republic Day) 
with an inscription of "MAHATMA GANDHI, APOSTLE OF NON-VIOLENCE". 
Government of India as well as many other nations have drawn up plans to 
celebrate Gandhi's 150th birth anniversary, on October 2, 2019. 
  
We, in America should take great pride that the third world war- perhaps fought 
with nuclear weapons, and obliterating the world we know- has been avoided so 
far, thereby promoting non-violence. More importantly peace enhancing 
institutions like, International Monetary Fund, United Nations and World Bank 
have been reality due to great vision of America.  
 
Gandhi- with very little possessions, was able to break up all mighty British 
Empire without any animosity in a very complex, complicated way.  
 
We hope, knowing very well humanity has seen many empires, America in an 
unimaginable way bring Global Greatness; more in line with Gandhi's vision. 15 
selected photographs with Gandhi's quote on top and tributes paid by world 
leaders at bottom, will help to visualize, in a miniature version what Gandhi's 
vision for Global Greatness could be. 
 
We highly encourage everyone to visit selected  Gandhi's Photo Exhibits by the 
stage, and witness the unique and personal tributes offered by World Leaders to 
Gandhi. (There will be 15 photographs on display.)

 

	
  
Mohanlal Karamchand Gandhi (M. K. Gandhi)	
  
Born in Porbandar in the state of Gujarat of India on October 2, 1869 
Barrister (Lawyer) from England 
Practitioner of Truth, Nonviolence 
Launched in 1906 his noncooperation movement against discriminatory laws in South Africa 
Launched in 1917 his noncooperation movement against discriminatory laws in India 
He spent more than six months in South African prisons during seven arrests 
He spent more than six years in Indian prisons during eight major arrests 
He fasted for more than 120 days spanning 30 years for many reasons including massacre at Jallianwala Bagh in Amritsar (Punjab), 
Quit India movement, against partition of the country in 1947 and on his birthday in 1947 
He was assassinated on his way to a daily prayer meeting on January 30, 1948 
World has variously acknowledged him as a Saint, Christ, leader of freedom movements, emancipator, civil rights leader, father of 
Nation (India), Mahatma (great soul), proponent of peace and nonviolence 
United Nations declared October 2 as International Day of Nonviolence in 2007 
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Performance – Short selected pieces from Chopin: TIRAJE GUNEYMAN RUCKMAN, Pianist, a 
native of Turkey, studied at the Istanbul Conservatory, the Mozarteum in Salzburg, Austria, and at the 
Juilliard School, where she received the Artist Diploma and the Post-Graduate Diploma.   
She has performed as soloist with the Presidential Orchestra of Ankara, the Istanbul Philharmonic, and 
the Dayton Philharmonic.   She has been an adjunct music faculty member at Sinclair Community College 
and at the University of Dayton, where she also served as staff accompanist. She performs frequently with 
her husband Robert as Ruckman Piano Duo, regionally and locally.  
In addition to doing collaborative and solo performing and adjudicating, Tiraje Ruckman also directs the 
Ruckman Piano Studio in Dayton, Ohio, where she resides. 
 
 

Moderator: Welcoming Remarks – BİRCAN ÜNVER, is an independent TV Producer, Originator 
(1999), Founder-President of The Light Millennium (LM) and [Head] Representative to the UN 
Department of Global Communications; Author; Ambassador of Peace and Goodwill for Anuvibha (India); 
Executive Producer of LMTV & Content Provider at QPTV since 1992; Co-founder of the Turkish Library & 
Museum project; online Publisher; and Member of the Global Movement for the Culture of Peace (GMCoP). 
Bircan has undertaken LM’s e-publications, public programs, and LMTV Series and Specials’ in its all 
aspects since January 2000. Leads its all UN related activity and programs since 2005.  Author of three 
books (in Turkish). Holds a Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) Degree from the Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University 
(1988l) and Master’s Degree (M.A.) from Media Studies of the New School University (1999). 
http://www.lightmillennium.org/biographies/bircan_unver_narrative.html 
 

 
Opening Remarks – Hon. SENDEEP CHAKRAVORTY, Consul General of India in New York;  
Hon. Mr. Chakravorty is  member of the Indian Foreign Service (IFS) since 1996, has served in India’s 
Missions in Spain, Colombia, Bangladesh and Peru. Prior to assuming charge as Consul General of India 
in New York in August, 2017, he was the Ambassador of India to Peru and Bolivia. Earlier he had been 
India’s Deputy Chief of Mission in Bangladesh. 
In India’s Ministry of External Affairs he has held several positions including Press Relations Officer, Staff 
Officer to Minister of State and worked on desks dealing with Central Asia, East Asia and China. 
Before joining the Government, Mr. Chakravorty worked with civil society organizations dealing with natural 
resources and environmental issues. 
He has a Master’s degree in Advanced Studies in International Security from Geneva University, a Master’s 
degree in Sociology besides a Post Graduate Diploma in Forestry Management and an under graduate 
degree in Physics from Delhi University. 
He is fluent in Hindi, Bangla and Spanish. In his spare time he reads up on International Relations and 
the Environment and enjoys visiting historical sites. He is married and is father of twin daughters. 
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Keynote Speaker: Dr. VICTOR B. LAWARENCE, Keynote Speech title: “How Information and 
Communication Technology Can Contribute to Non-Violence and Peace” 
Dr. Lawrence is Distinguished Research Professor and Director of the Center for Intelligent Networked 
Systems (iNetS) at Stevens Institute of Technology. 
He was inducted into the National Inventors Hall of Fame in 2016. He is a Member of the US National 
Academy of Engineering, a Fellow of the IEEE, Fellow of AT&T Bell Labs, and Charter Fellow of the National 
Academy of Inventors.  Dr. Lawrence is the co-author of five books. He holds 53 U.S. and international 
patents and has published 100 papers in referenced journals and conference proceedings. 
Before joining Stevens Institute of Technology, Dr. Lawrence worked for Bell Laboratories for many years, 
retiring as Vice President, Advanced Communications Technology - Bell Laboratories, Lucent 
Technologies.  He led the development of technologies for worldwide communications networks, and 
managed an R&D staff of over 500 scientists/engineers and a budget of about $100M annually. During 
his career, his personal research activities provided major contributions to gigabit photonic and wireless 
networking, signal processing, modem technology, digital techniques, ATM and IP switching and protocols, 
HDTV, DSL, speech and audio coding, among other areas.  
He has received many awards including an Emmy in 1997, a 2016 IEEE Simon Ramo Gold Medal, and a 
2004 International Award in Communications. 
He also served as Chairman of the IEEE Awards Board and Editor-in-chief of the IEEE Transactions on 
communications. 
He received a B.Sc.  in 1968 from University of London, United Kingdom, a D.I.C. in 1969 from Imperial 
College, and a Ph.D. in 1973 Electrical Engineering from University of London, Imperial College in the 
United Kingdom. 
 
 
BRIEF REMARKS 
 
• H.E. Mr. RODRIGO A. CARAZO, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica to the United 
Nations in New York Professional development in the public sector includes: first Ombudsman of the 
Republic of Costa Rica (1993-1997); Member of the Legislative Assembly (2002-2006). 
 
Professional development in the private sector includes: being a liberal professional since 1971 in the 
fields of Economy, Law and International Relations. He has also served as a consultant for International 
Organizations (Government, Intergovernmental, Non-Governmental) as well as for private entities. He has 
48 years of experience as a businessman in commercial, industrial, tourist, agricultural and service 
sectors.  
 
Academic background includes: serving as a university professor in Costa Rica and the United States; 
Member of the Board of the public Distance University in Costa Rica; he holds a Law Degree from the 
University of Costa Rica and a similar degree in Economic and Social Sciences from the University of Costa 
Rica, a PhD in Political Science and International Relations from the University of Geneva- Switzerland and 
has completed further studies in History and International Law.   
 
He speaks Spanish, English and French.  
 
Ambassador Carazo is 71 years old, married, father of 4 daughters and grandfather of 11 
grandchildren 
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ABDELKADER ABBADI, PhD, Political Science, International Affairs University of California, Co-author 
of two Books, including “Vision for a New Civilization”. Speech title:  Gandhi's notion of peace: is it 
relevant today? 
Dr. Abbadi wrote many articles in the political, economic, cultural and security fields in a variety of journals, 
including the Paris based Weekly, “Jeune Afrique”. Author of: “From the Garden to the Glass House: An 
Undiplomatic Look at the United Nations” (2016). Recipient of several Awards, including the “Award of 
Merit” from Morocco, and the International House Award for Advancing International Understanding, 
jointly with Former Secretary of State George Shultz and the President of Bank of America. Formerly, UN 
Editor for the World Diplomatic Observer and other Journals. Activities and Societies: Former Director, 
Political Affairs, United Nations. Former Special Adviser to the Delegation of Kyrgyzstan, UN. Former 
Consultant, Media and Global Affairs, World Culture Open Organization. Currently, renowned UN 
Correspondent, with the unique distinction of “serving under the United Nations roof for 50 years.  
 
 
 
SYED K. OMAIR HASSAN, founder of "Stage of Love" and a promoter of peace and love. "Stage of 
Love" is a non political organization to promote love and compassion in Bangladesh and in the world at 
large, despite race, color and religion. The members' journey in "Stage of Love" starts self ward, with an 
attitudinal change. This calls for shedding the ego, arrogance, unjustified anger and jealousy to humble 
oneself and promote the well being of humanity to enlighten others through exemplifying character, 
volunteerism and charity. Mr. Hassan came to the states as a student in 1988. Since then, Mr. Hassan 
has received his undergraduate in Finance and Investments from Baruch College and his executive 
education from Wharton school of Business at University of Pennsylvania. Mr. Hassan is currently the 
Assistant Budget Director for the New York City Mayor's Office of Management and Budget.  He has 
dedicated himself to the mission of spreading peace and love and hopes it brings about unity and harmony 
amongst the diverse people around the world .  

 
 
Mrs.  CHIKAKO HOSHINO is a Yoga Instructor at Lenox Hill Neighborhood House, an Ambassador of 
Yoga of World Yoga Community and an Accessible Yoga Ambassador. She teaches yoga with special 
emphasis on hands-on-adjustments, meditation and breathing exercises and has a vision to make yoga 
accessible to all. A certified proactive hearing specialist and home helper (licensed in Japan) with 
professional social worker experience at two national hospitals in Tokyo. Mrs. Hoshino is in New York as 
spouse of Ambassador and Deputy Permanent Representative of Japan to the United Nations. 

 
 
 

Performance: “CALL FOR GLOBAL CULTURE OF PEACE AND NON-VIOLENCE"  
By World Yoga Community – Conch Shell, also known as a "seashell horn" is a musical instrument, 
a wind instrument that is made from a seashell. Universal sound from the shell will able to create a focused 
mind which can lead us to the super-conscious state of wisdom. Blowing a shell is very auspicious in most 
of the indigenous traditions around the world. It is blown, "to declare the victory of good over evil. World 
Yoga Community Inc. is a not-for-profit charitable organization and an NGO Associated with the United 
Nations Department of Global Communications. It is organizing numerous global festivals, meetings, 
gatherings, training, events, workshops, and classes  
on Yoga, Interfaith dialogues, Gender Equality, Universal Spirituality, Global Culture of Peace & 
Harmony, Non-violence, Healthy Living, Environmental Protection, and other Sustainable Development 
Goals of the United Nations. Website: www.wycevents.com 
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Moderator & Speaker: BAKUL MATALIA, Volunteer, Shanti Fund 
Mr. Matalia is New York State licensed pharmacist for last 45 years. Since year 2000, he was an 
independent business owner of a full service, successful pharmacy. He retired from his business 
in year 2015. Prior to being independent pharmacy owner, he served as a pharmacy manager at 
various national pharmacy chains.  
From 2016, Mr. Matalia is actively associated and is a key volunteer of Shanti Fund, a Long Island, 
NY based volunteers run organization, to promote Enlightenment through Peace and Education. 
Shanti Fund promotes Gandhian principles of Peace and Nonviolence basically to school aged 
students. Mr. Matalia, was one of the co-founders of Long Island Gujarati Cultural Society (LIGCS), 
a society to promote Indian culture, philanthropy, health awareness, pilgrimage, representing 
2000 Indian Gujarati families living on Long Island, NY. Mr. Matalia was a president of LIGCS for 
six years from 2011 to 2016. Prior to that he held various positions to serve the society for 20 
years. At present Mr. Matalia is a member of Advisory Board of LIGCS, and three generation Gandhi 
follower and lifelong strict follower of Jainism. 

 

 
Video: From India with Love (Trailer), Director, MANDAR APTE,  
Cities4Peace, and Introduction of his documentary (5 min.) Mr. Apte is a Visiting Scholar in the 
School for Conflict Analysis & Resolution at George Mason University, and Board Member of the 
Charter for Compassion since 2016.  
In 2016, Mandar started the From India With Love initiative to reinvigorate the ancient message 
of nonviolence (or Ahimsa) in the world. Aligned with this mission, in Oct 2018, Mandar hosted 
the inaugural World Summit for Countering Violence & Extremism that brought together peace 
activists and law enforcement executives to promote peace and compassion in the world. 
Until 2016, Mandar worked at Shell for 17 years at Shell International. In his last role, he managed 
Shell’s prestigious GameChanger social innovation program investing in ideas that create shared 
value - business value and social impact.  For over a decade, Mandar has taught leadership 
programs using meditation practices volunteering for the International Association for Human 
Values and the Art of Living Foundation.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
• Dr. PANNA SHAH, Representative of Anuvrat Global Organization to the UN Department of 
Global Communications | Speech title: “Anuvibha & Nonviolent Future.” 
Dr. Panna Shah is a Physician who practiced in Suffolk County for over 40 years while raising 
family, developing community in this adopted land and was involved in many organizations like Girl 
Scouts of Suffolk County, Shanti Fund and Long Island Multi Faith Forum. An NGO representative 
in Anuvrat Global Organization since 2000 & participate in Parliament of World Religions. Her most 
significant passion has been to promote peace and nonviolence for the children in Long Island 
school communities, following Mahatma Gandhi’s philosophy as well as following the United 
Nations agenda during the decade. 
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• Dr. JAMES F. LECKMAN, MD, PhD, Yale University of Medicine, Child Study Center 
Speech title: “Pathways to a More Peaceful and Sustainable World?  
The Transformative Power of Children and Families” 
"If we are to teach real peace in this world, and if we are to carry on a real war against war, we 
shall have to begin with the children….  
                                                 You must be the change you wish to see in the world.                           
                                                                            — Mahatma Ghandi (1869–1948) 
Dr. Leckman, MD, PhD, is the Neison Harris Professor of Child Psychiatry, Psychiatry, Pediatrics 
and Psychology at the Yale Child Study Center. Over the past decade a major focus of his work 
has been on parenting and the role of the bio-behavioral systems that closely interconnect our 
affiliative and stress response bio-behavioral systems. He is also honored to be a founding 
member of the Early Childhood Peace Consortium https://ecdpeace.org/. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
• AISHWARYA NARASIMHADEVARA, Youth Representative of the Medical Women's 
International Association to the UN Department of Global Communications 
Speech title: "Gandhian Values and Youth Advocacy" – Ms. Narasimhadevara is the youth 
representative to the Medical Women's International Association, an NGO dedicated to the 
empowerment in the field of medicine. She is an individual wishing to make a difference in society 
like others. She is also involved in youth advocacy related projects and interested in the 
importance of Education in the field of International Development. She has been involved with 
various non-government organizations working in the field of education, the environment, and 
culture. She has a Master's in International Development from the University of Kent-Brussels 
School of International Studies in Brussels, Belgium. Travelling is a passion of hers and she enjoys 
seeing new places. She also enjoys learning, taking photos, and practicing karate.  
 
 
• He started with Youth of Siliguri; whose innovative campaign has been selected as one of the 
Top 5 World's Best Campaign.  
Sailesh has initiated a campaign called UnPlastic India; which creates awareness about eliminating 
single-use plastic and provide Nature Based Solutions as alternatives to plastic. He had been 
invited by United Nations as a Green Ticket; one of the 100 young people invited from across the 
world. He is serving the United Nations My World 2030 as Asia-Pacific Youth Advocate.  
Sailesh  has been the former General Secretary and President of Student Union of St. Joseph's 
College (Autonomous), Bangalore. He has further campaigned to create a mass awareness drive 
by distributing 100,001 sacred basil plants with a team of 1300 young girls and boys in seven 
days to spread the message of 'Share One, Plant One. 

  
 

 

• H.K. SHAH, Ahimsa ( Nonviolence) and World Vegan Vision - With a strong mission & vision to 
promote a healthy vegetarian and vegan way of life, Mr. H.K. Shah, Founder & Chairman of the 
non-profit organization World Vegan Vision, initially known as Vegetarian Vision, has served the 
community for over 3 decades. A vegan himself, Mr. Shah has been a strong supporter of the 
concepts of saving the planet, promoting a vegetarian way of life and saving the animals. His entire 
life is dedicated to the mission to promote vegan food and vegan way of life to younger generation 
and encourage them to save the planet & animals. It is his hard work, dedication and persistent 
efforts that during the last 26 years, World Vegan Vision has grown and is known to be a strong 
vegan organization with community help and participation. He is a strong believer in involving 
youth to become a part of our mission and goals. https://worldveganvision.org/founder/ 
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Dr. FAROQUE KHAN, M.B.,(Kmr) M.A.C.P. Islamic Center of Westbury – Speech title: 
“Relevance of Mahatma Gandhi's legacy in 2019 and beyond.” 
Dr. Faroque  Khan is a physician, he served as chair of medicine at NCMC in NY. Khan has held 
leadership positions, at  several national organizations and was president and founding member 
of  Nargis Dutt Memorial Foundation. 
In  2015 Dr. Khan helped launch the interfaith institute of the Islamic Center of Long Island. This 
institute evolved from the long standing, progressive interfaith activities with the Jewish and 
Christian  communities of Long Island.  Dr. Khan has received several awards and accolades for 
his pioneering work in improving interfaith relations on LI/NY and beyond. Dr Khan serves as the 
chair of the interfaith institutes board of trustees.  

 

 

 
 
RAMASWAMI MOHAN, Hindu Temple Society of North America  
Speech title: “Hindu Dharma in action- The Gandhian Way” 
Mr. Mohan is the Secretary and Treasurer as well as a member of the Board of Trustees of The 
Hindu Temple Society of North America which is based in Flushing, Queens. He has been a devotee 
of the Temple since its inception in 1977 and has been actively involved as a volunteer at the 
Temple since 1998. He is also a teacher of Religious Studies for teenagers at the Temple School 
and is also active in the Outreach efforts, particularly relating to the Interfaith and Community 
Relations activities of the Temple. Formerly, he was the Chief Financial Officer of a large 
multinational consulting company. 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
• CLOSING REMARKS by ARVIND VORA, Representative of Anuvrat Global Organization to the 
UN Department of Global Communications – Mr. Vora has contributed in many  fields - community, 
religion, government, UN, politics- to promote peace and enlightenment through education and 
bridge building. 
He is founding members of several organizations, including Long Island Multi Faith Forum (LIMFF), 
India Association of Long Island and Shanti Fund. Suffolk County govt. invited Shanti Fund to have 
Gandhi statue anywhere within 1000 Sq. Miles of public space. Shanti Fund is reaching out to 
thousands of students each year to promote peace in a creative ways, for the last 20 years in the 
name of Gandhi and other peace leaders. LIMFF under his leadership has promoted bridge 
building activities in hospitals, prisons, schools, places of worships etc. His activities are local, 
regional, national and global and has travelled extensively for his mission of peace & education. 
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THE LIGHT MILLENNIUM (LM), Inc. A Multi-Media and Culture Organization is a non-religious, non-
political, not-for-profit (status#501-c- 3), non-governmental (NGO), independent multi-media and culture 
organization. Formed in 2001, Queens, New York. Associated with the United Nations Department of Global 
Communications (formerly UN.DPI) since 2005. On the Web since August 1999... 
The LM was formed based on the first article of the US Bill of Rights, Freedom of Speech, in conjunction with 
the United Nations’ Universal Declaration Article #19, on Freedom of Expression. It invites citizens of the 
world to submit, in an appropriate artistic medium, ideas and experiences that will help foster better 
understanding between peoples of different cultures and beliefs. It presents ideas from the UN on its key 
issues as well as ideas from the all walks of life on its multi- media e-platforms including bilingual e-
publications, public and television programs. LM channels its capacity and potential sources in support of 
towards Sustainable “HUMAN” Development Goals to be attained by 2030. The LM has legally submitted its 
name change, specifically, its second portion of it to: “A Charitable, Global Human Advancement Organization” 
along with “Amendment and Broaden” the 2001 Certificate of Incorporation, in particular, its  Purposes to 
New York State Office of the Attorney General along with “Updating & Strengthening” its By-Laws. 
www.lightmillennium.org – www.unngoga.org – www.turkishlibrary.us  
 
 

 

 
CONSULATE GENERAL OF INDIA IN NEW YORK  
Website: https://www.indiainnewyork.gov.in/ 
 
 

 
 
 

 

SHANTI FUND – Volunteers of Shanti Fund(VOSF) have promoted educational exchanges on Long Island for 
over last two decades by planning breakfast meetings to which speakers in many different fields of expertise 
were invited to speak; having roundtable discussions where prominent activists, diplomats, and elected officials 
have discussed on-going world issues of concern; and by sponsoring a teachers’ exchange program between 
India and the USA.   
Officials of Suffolk County noticed the activities of the Volunteers of Shanti Fund and invited them to build a 
Gandhi Memorial on the county property.  The Gandhi Statue was built by an American sculptor in 1998 and is 
now at the Plaza Level of the H. Lee Dennison Building in Hauppauge, Long Island, New York. 
As part of Gandhi 150 celebrations, Shanti Fund in collaboration with the Indian Consulate and SUNY- Old 
Westbury established Gandhi Peace Garden in Sept. 2019 at the SUNY Campus. 
Current focus is to inculcate peace and nonviolence through education to youths in our schools. 
www.shantifund.org 
 
 

 

ANUVIBHA is the acronym of Anuvrat Vishwa(Global) Bharati (Organization). 'Anu' means small and 'vrat' 
means a vow. Anuvrat means a small vow. The organization popularizes ANUVRAT MOVEMENT, a Jain peace 
movement which encourages people to take small vows like refraining from killing innocent people, false 
statements, accumulating wealth beyond a limit, cutting trees etc. It is perhaps the only movement of its kind in 
the world that seeks peace through individual commitment through nonviolence. 
Anuvrat movement was launched in 1949 by Jain Acharya Tulsi in India while ANUVIBHA was founded in 1982 
to promote culture of peace and nonviolence among children and carry the message beyond India. It has created 
a worldwide network of thousands of kindred spirit spread in many countries who like us believe that all conflicts 
can be resolved through AHIMSA(nonviolence). 
ANUVIBHA is in the forefront of national and international peace movements with International Secretariat at 
Jaipur, India. www.anuvibha.i 
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On the Occasion of the International Day of Non-Violence (Oct. 2)   
#UNGA Res. A/RES/61/271  (2007) 

 
 

  
 

Source: 13th Anniversary  
Shanti Fund Peace Art Calendar – 2019 

 

 

This event jointly Organized, Sponsored and Presented by 

    

Co-Sponsors 
 

   

 
 

At The Salvation Army International Social Justice Commission in NYC, on Tuesday, October 1, 2019  
WE’VE MARKED ALL TOGETHER 150th BIRTH ANNIVERSARY OF MAHATMA GANDHI 

THANK YOU FOR JOINING US… 
 

For more information, please email to:  EVENT@lightmillennium.org  or  ShantiFundNY@gmail.com 
 www.lightmillennium.org – www.turkishlibrary.us   –  www.shantifund.org –  www.anuvibha.in 


